
Child and Youth Friendly Cities  
- Communities that work for all -  
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Mihi
Welcome
Introduction to me
Who is in the room? (take a note)



Objectives 

•  Understand the Child and Youth Friendly 
 Cities Initiative 

•  Understand the role Community Boards can 
 play in improving conditions for children and 
 youth 

•  Learn about Map Your World 

•  Identify how we can work together  
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Presentation Notes
Are there other things you would like to get out of this session? 



Checking in  
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Let’s start with some fun. 

Think about your own childhood. 

What were your favourite games? 

Identify a game you loved to play – and why – then we’ll share with the group.  




Creating a country where every child thrives 

Click to add subtitle 



Child Friendly Cities - an international initiative 

• UNICEF – mandated by the UN to promote 
children’s rights – all children, everywhere, all 
the time 

• A child friendly city is  
– “a local system of good governance committed to 

fulfilling children's rights.  It is a city where the 
voices, needs, priorities and rights of children are 
an integral part of public policies, programmes and 
decisions. It is, as a result, a city that is fit for all”. 

 



The human rights of children 

• UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
– Protection 

– Provision 

– Participation 

 

– Latest report to the UN went on 5 May 



Explore children’s rights  

• Look at the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child 

• Identify one right that fits in each category: 
• Protection 

• Provision 

• Participation 

 



Child and Youth Friendly Cities 

• What do YOU think would be important?  



Child and Youth Friendly Cities 

• What would children in your community say is 
important?  

• What are some ways we can gather children’s 
voices?  

• What examples do you have of your Board or 
Council being influenced by the voices of 
children and youth? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Child participation is an important part of a child’s development.  It is an ongoing process of children’s expression and active involvement in decision-making at different levels in matters that concern them.  

It requires information sharing and dialogue between adults based on mutual respect, and requires that full consideration of their views be given, taking into account the child’s age and maturity.




Hart’s Ladder  
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Hart’s Ladder is a model of youth participation used to gauge the quality of youth engagement.
Share out copies of Hart’s Ladder, and give time for participants to read through the model.
Think of a recent child participation opportunity you have been involved in either at your school or in your community, where do they sit on Hart’s Ladder and why?
What factors could move the experience either up or down the ladder?
Do you think all participation opportunities should sit at the very top of the ladder or is it ok for opportunities to exist at various points in the ladder?  Explain why you think this?
Report to the group.




 



What is a Child & Youth Friendly City?  

Child and Youth Friendly Cities are places where children can:   

• Influence decisions about their community / city. 

• Express their opinions on the community / city they want. 

• Participate in family, cultural, community / city and social life. 

• Be safe and protected from exploitation, violence and abuse. 

• Meet friends and have places and spaces to play and enjoy 
themselves. 

• Have green spaces for plants and animals. 

• Live in a clean, unpolluted environment. 

• Be an equal citizen, with access to every service regardless of 
their ethnic origin, religion, income, gender or ability. 
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Child friendly cities is about putting the convention at the heart of the city, it is also about how we view our young citizens and their capabilities.

In Leeds, their child friendly work is reducing referrals to child protection, increasing child health and improving education.  Children are visible and before and fter exams, large flags fly in the city wishing the kids good luck – and then congratulating them on their success.  

In Spain, the equivalents of MSD and LGNZ work in partnership with UNICEF.  There is an annual celebration of the cities making progress for children. 




The Whangarei pilot 

• Whangarei health providers and community 
organisations driving it – Council now onboard 

• Cross-sectoral Steering Group meeting 
regularly  

• Strategic Plan in development – for the 
Steering Group and for each of the 
organisations involved  

• Regular child and youth participation  

• Child-friendly assessment tools being used to 
check policy and practice  



Fit with other work (despite LGA amendments) 

• Recognition within the Children’s Action Plan 
Directorate at MSD that CFC can build culture change 
and help protect children 

• Local Govt NZ and Mayor’s Taskforce for jobs 
interested in how CFC can support strategic goals 

• Office of the Children’s Commissioner advocating for 
local government action on poverty 

• Community orgs see CFC as a useful framework 

• Could support SKIP  

• Potential for businesses to be brought into the work 



Accreditation process 

1. Register with the Child Friendly Cities programme via 
www.childfriendlycities.org.nz  

2. Submit an application for accreditation.   

3. Application considered by a panel and feedback 
provided.  

4. Council and community report on the criteria and 
progress towards becoming a Child Friendly City – 
Stage One and Stage Two.   

5. Progress and accreditation is acknowledged. 

6. Accreditation remains in place for 4 years and must 
be renewed.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.childfriendlycities.org.nz/


Stage One Accreditation Criteria 

• Criteria 1: Develop a city-wide strategy and show 
progress towards achieving it 

• Criteria 2: Establish a Coordinating Unit/Steering 
Group 

• Criteria 3: Participation/Consultation that influences 
outcomes 

• Criteria 4: Education/ Rights Awareness availability 

• Criteria 5: Safe and accessible play and recreation 
opportunities 

• Criteria 6: Transport options that are affordable, 
sustainable and safe 

• Criteria 7: Children are cared for, protected and safe 

 

 

 

 



Stage Two Accreditation Criteria 

• Criteria 8: Child Impact / Whānau Ora 
Assessment and Evaluation 

• Criteria 9: Develop a State of the City’s 
Children Report 

• Criteria 10: Adequate housing 

• Criteria 11: Child Friendly Workplaces 

• Criteria 12: Building strong communities and 
ensuring an adequate standard of living 

 

 



What role for Community Boards? 

• Advocating to Council and beyond 

• Creating child friendly practice within your 
Board and community – taking the lead 

• Working with community groups to encourage 
their involvement 

• Other?  
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What role can Community Boards play in this? 

In Auckland, the Waitemata Local Board has registered with UNICEF and has begin the journey of building a child friendly community. 



A practical tool to enable participation 
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Can children be more than passive recipients of provisions and protections delivered by adults?

Can children bring about change in their communities?

Do children have the right to raise their voices on issues affecting their community?


Map Your world is a social mapping resource that equips children with the tools and knowledge  to identify social and or environmental issues in their communities they would like to take positive action on.  Children around the world are using Map Your World to share their voices on issues affecting their communities and bring about positive change. 

Map your world also provides the opportunity to connect with a global network of children taking positive action.  It also provides children with the opportunity to access their rights, particularly article #12 the right to voice on issues that are important to them and to have their opinions taken into account.  Article #12 links more broadly to the concept of child participation.




Map Your World  

• Encourages us to think about issues impacting 
our community 

• Social Mapping can also be known as 
community mapping 

• Social mapping helps us to communicate 
information about our community 

• Social mapping requires us to use a range of 
skills that align closely with inquiry learning 
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What are the problems? Who’s problem’s are they? Who is responsible for this problem? Can I do anything about it?
It may be positive, it may be about issues we wish to change.
Inquiry based skills including questioning, critical thinking, engaging with issues, self-directing learning, developing 

Some examples of social mapping in action include;
In 2014 Map Your World helped record the stories and data of over 1 milllion youth in the Philippines helping to restore their country in the aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan.
Sixth graders in a disenfranchised Washington D.C. neighbourhood leveraged data and stories to stand up for their right to affordable internet access - and won!
In Oakland, middle school students are tracking cigarette litter and lobbying the city to protect the Lake Merritt ecosystem.





If they do well, we all do well 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nau te rou rou, naku te rou rou, ka ora ai te iwi.   

 



For more information, please contact 

Deborah Morris-Travers 

National Advocacy Manager 

deborah@unicef.org.nz 
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