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“The government is merely a servant―merely 
a temporary servant; it cannot be its 
prerogative to determine what is right and 
what is wrong, and decide who is a patriot and 
who isn't. Its function is to obey orders, not 
originate them.”  
- Mark Twain 

“The purpose of government is to enable the 
people of a nation to life in safety and 
happiness. Government exists for the interests 
of the governed, not for the governors.” 
- Thomas Jefferson 

“To be governed is to be watched, inspected, 
spied upon, directed, law-driven, numbered, 
regulated, enrolled, indoctrinated, preached 
at, controlled, checked, estimated, valued, 
censured (and) commanded, by creatures who 
have neither the right nor the wisdom nor the 
virtue to do so.”  
- Pierre Joseph Prouhon 

“A good government implies two things: first, 
fidelity to the object of government, which is 
the happiness of the people; secondly, a 
knowledge of the means by which that object 
can be best attained.” 
- James Madison 

“Governments have a tendency not to solve 
problems, only to rearrange them.” 
- Ronald Regan 

“The most terrifying words in the English language are: I'm from the government and I'm here 
to help.”  - Ronald Reagan 
 

“In an age where community involvement and 
partnerships with civil society are increasingly 
being recognized as indispensable, there is 
clearly a growing potential for cooperative 
development and renewal worldwide. “ 
- Kofi Annan  
 

“A man not only needs to know how to fish, he 
needs to have the freedom to do it and a place 
to do it. That's where community comes in. We 
have to help each other, and we feel 
government has a very important role therein.” 
- Bill Ayres 
 



The purpose of local government is— 
(a) to enable democratic local decision-making 
and action by, and on behalf of, communities; 
and 
(b) to meet the current and future needs of 
communities for good-quality local infrastructure, 
local public services, and performance of 
regulatory functions in a way that is most cost-
effective for households and businesses 
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