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CURRENT 
STATE 

OF 
FRESHWATER



 Bay of Plenty region:
 94% of all rivers have 

excellent, good or fair 
water quality for 
swimming. 

 85% of lakes have 
excellent, good or fair 
water quality for 
swimming.

Current State of Freshwater: Bay of Plenty Region



 Taranaki region:
 39% of all rivers have 

excellent, good or fair 
water quality for 
swimming. 

 97% of lakes have 
excellent water quality 
for swimming.

Current State of Freshwater: Taranaki Region



 Northland region:
 24% of all rivers have 

good or fair water quality 
for swimming. 

 66% of lakes have 
excellent, good or fair 
water quality for 
swimming.

Current State of Freshwater: Northland Region



 More sites showed evidence of improving water 
quality, than degrading.

 Encouraging national picture.

 More work ahead.

Current State of Freshwater: LAWA Trends Report



Current State of Freshwater: Nitrogen Consumption



Current State of Freshwater: PKE Imports



What needs to be done to meet 
the current objectives of 
Government?



 Improvement across a number of areas.

 Prevent further degradation.

 Updated NPSFW –end of 2019.

 Working together with Industry.

What is the agenda of the Government?



What is the way forward?



 Non-Regulation: community action

What is the way forward?



 Make regulation work better for us.

 Further improve CME capability and effectiveness.

 Improve plan agility.

 Retain quality decision-makers.  

 Achieve confidence in models. 

What is the way forward?





Freshwater Management

Doug Leeder, Chair, Regional Sector
Water Summit, Day Two, 31 May 2018 


