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Meeting the housing needs of Māori 
and the role of local government

• Some context
• Māori Housing Network – what we do
• The role of local government as an enabler and partner

– Community Repairs
– Papakāinga 

• ‘Tale of Two Cities Papakāinga’ 
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The Māori housing sector today
• Fewer than 110,000 Māori (28% of Māori aged 15 years 

and over) own or partly own their home

• 293,178 Māori (53% of all Māori living in households) 
live in rental accommodation 

• Over 22,000 Māori are social housing tenants (around 1 
in 3 of Housing New Zealand’s tenants)

• Around 12,000 Māori are living in severe housing 
deprivation.  That’s 34% of the New Zealand total. 

Whānau are finding whānau solutions to 
whānau housing needs
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Māori home ownership
2013 Census Living in owner-occupied home Living in rental

Te Puni Kōkiri rohe Māori Total population Māori Total population

Te Tai Tokerau 44.0% 64.6% 50.5% 30.5%
Tāmaki Makaurau 40.2% 60.8% 57.7% 36.4%
Waikato-Waiariki 41.7% 62.2% 53.8% 33.3%
Ikaroa-Rāwhiti 42.2% 65.8% 53.1% 30.1%
Te Tai Hauāuru 44.7% 65.4% 52.3% 31.6%
Te Waipounamu 49.5% 68.4% 47.5% 28.1%
Aotearoa 43.1% 64.0% 53.3% 32.6%
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Māori home ownership rate, Census 2013

Urban Māori home ownership Rural Māori home ownership

• Lower Māori home ownership rates and a 
younger population mean only 38.5% of Māori 
children live in an owner-occupied home.

• Home ownership rates for Māori are higher in 
rural areas than in urban areas. While urban rates 
of home ownership decline with increasing 
deprivation, the pattern is more complex in rural 
areas.

• Although we do not have quantifiable data, our 
work with communities indicates widespread 
issues with the state of repair of housing in many 
smaller communities, reflecting deprivation 
levels.
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Māori housing activity as a vehicle for 
whānau development
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Whānau live in safe, 
secure and healthy 

homes
Education: tamariki are 

more likely to be engaged in 
schooling when they have a 
stable and healthy place to 
live, and have less time off 

due to illness 

Wrap around services: 
community repair 

programmes provide an 
opportunity to access a 

group of vulnerable whānau 
at once, and deliver tailored 

wrap-around support 
services to them

Employment: whānau may 
have the opportunity to be 
employed by local trades 
people who are doing the 

community repairs, and once 
their homes are fixed are often 
able to maintain employment 

with a stable home base.

Health: Warm and dry 
housing is a protective factor 

against numerous health 
conditions prevalent across 

low socio-economic 
communities, eg, rheumatic 

fever, asthma, eczema.

Training: ropu-coordinated housing repair 
programmes may be able to tap into local 

trade training opportunities, and/or 
provide whānau with the opportunity to 

learn home maintenance skills

Enterprise: whānau who have stable 
and sustainable housing are better 
placed to consider wider economic 

enterprise opportunities
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Goal of the Māori Housing Network
The goal of the Māori Housing Network is to help whānau Māori live in safe, secure
and healthy homes.

Te Puni Kōkiri 6

He Whare Āhuru He Oranga Tāngata – the Māori Housing Strategy

Māori housing outcomes
• Māori homes are insulated, dry, safe and have essential amenities
• Individuals and whānau are able to take advantage of home 

ownership opportunities
• Leadership in the Māori housing sector is provided by Māori 
• Barriers to the utilisation of Māori land for Māori housing are 

reduced

Contributes 
towards

Māori Housing Network goal
Whānau Māori live in safe, secure and healthy homes

Improving the quality 
of housing for whānau

Building the capability of 
whānau, hapū and iwi 

within the Māori housing 
sector

Increasing the supply 
of affordable housing 

for Māori
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• Started in 2015/16 with $14.491 million
• Increased with each Budget round, to current levels of $19.641 million.
• Each year demand has been greater than available funds, and projects have had to be 

deferred or declined.

Indicative 
allocation 
2017/18

Focus area 1: Improving housing quality $8,850,000

Focus Area 2: Building capability $1,000,000

Focus area 3: Increasing the supply of 
affordable housing 

$7,791,000

Emergency housing $2,000,000

TOTAL $19,641,000
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Additional $15 Million for housing repairs and 
papakāinga

• As part of the Government’s approach to 
addressing housing issues in New Zealand, 
$15 million has been set aside in Budget 18 
for Māori housing repair projects and 
papakāinga.

• This new putea for 2018/19 builds on existing 
funding for Te Puni Kōkiri to support whānau, 
hapū and iwi Māori to achieve their housing 
aspirations. 

• More whānau will have access to healthy, 
affordable, secure homes.

• The funding aligns with the Government’s 
priorities for building affordable houses, 
reducing inequality and addressing the social 
and infrastructure deficits.

8



MAORI HOUSING NETWORK

Māori Housing Network performance 2015-2018

218 projects approved between October 2015 – 31 March 2018
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Whānau Home Repairs Capability Building Increasing Knowledge

repairs to whānau homes in 
areas of high deprivation

capability building projects, 
including papakāinga feasibility 

analysis

initiatives to increase whānau 
knowledge about housing 

issues, including papakāinga 
workshops

Affordable Rental Homes Infrastructure Projects Emergency Housing 

contributions to the cost of 
building new affordable rental 

homes on papakāinga

infrastructure projects for new 
homes for whānau 

 emergency housing initiatives

633 28 172

68 244 15



MAORI HOUSING NETWORK

Māori Housing Network investment by region 

Te Tai Tokerau

$15.6 million

Te Waipounamu

$2.6 million

Ikaroa-Rāwhiti

$12.0 million

Waikato-Waiariki

$11.0 million

Te Tai Hauāuru

$11.3 million

Tamaki Makaurau

$3.0 million

228 projects approved between October 2015 – 31 March 2018

National

$1.0 million
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Whānau home repairs supported

Te Tai Tokerau

143 whare

Te Waipounamu

22 whare

Ikaroa-Rāwhiti

88 whare

Waikato-Waiariki

153 whare

Te Tai Hauāuru

172 whare

Tamaki Makaurau

55 whare

October 2015 - January 2018
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Case study: Moerewa community repairs
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• 18 houses of the most vulnerable 
whānau prioritised for repair – based 
on the number of children, visits to 
the doctor, sickness in the house

• Volunteers and sponsors have added 
another $50,000 worth of free work 
to the project.

• 100 more homes on the rōpū waiting 
list

• Led by He Iwi Kotahi Tātou Trust
• TPK contribution: $0.680 million
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Papakāinga Supply - affordable rental & 
Owner Occupied
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Tale of Two Cities Papakāinga 
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Papakāinga 1 Waimarama
Hastings DC
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Site/Proposal 
Ngāti Korokī-Kahukura Trust wish to establish a 
Papakāinga on the site located at the corner of 
Westlea and Oreipunga Road, Waipa. The 
initial proposal involves the development of 
the eastern portion of the site, however, long 
term, the applicant has aspirations to develop 
the entire site for Papakāinga. 

Papakāinga 2 Cambridge 
Region, Waipa DC
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